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The Czech Lands have a rich and diverse history. Various rulers have reigned here, each leaving their 
mark on their residences, towns and the country. Their notions of grandeur were brought to life by 
the hands of skilful master craftsmen from Bohemia and all the corners of the earth, who built and 
decorated hundreds of castles, churches and monasteries and contributed to the general architectural 
appearance of Czech towns. As time passed, masterful secular and spiritual works emerged which 
have graced the land for centuries. Thanks to UNESCO protection, the expertise of architects, painters, 
sculptors and other master craftsmen from times past they can now be enjoyed by future generations. 



www.prague-info.cz

A city of many faces, Prague can offer entirely different and surprising 
experiences to visitors. A stroll through Prague can be compared to a walk 
back through time or browsing through a textbook of European architecture. 
The historical town centre forms a rare symbiosis of architectural styles, 
ranging from Gothic to Art Nouveau and Functionalism.
You can spend days in Prague discovering more and more poetic corners, 
romantic little alleys and fascinating views of the city and the river. You have 
to set aside several more days to explore at least some of the city’s principal 
sights, including churches, municipal palaces and, naturally, Prague Castle. 
Then there is a plethora of museums, galleries, theatres, concert halls, etc.
Those wanting to step off the main thoroughfares with their hustle and bustle 
can find refuge in the parks located on the slopes of Petřín Hill in the vicinity 
of Prague Castle or in Stromovka, a former royal game preserve. However you 
decide to spend your time in Prague, you are certain to realize before long that 
a single visit will not be enough.

   Prague  [  A Stroll Through Centuries ]
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Old Town Square with 
the astronomical clock

Charles Bridge
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www.ckrumlov.cz

The colourful tower of Český Krumlov Chateau has practically 
become a tourist emblem for the Czech Republic. In fact, 
however, Český Krumlov has much more to offer to visitors than 
a fantastic panorama, but no photograph can express the very 
special atmosphere of this ancient town nestling below a castle, 
virtually squeezed into the meanders along the River Vltava.
The town’s elegant Renaissance town hall, the Gothic Church 
of St Vitus or the baroque chateau garden are all magnificent 
architectural jewels in their own right. The charm of Český 
Krumlov, however, lies in the fact that the town – as a whole - has 
preserved its authentic ancient image. Although over the past few 
years the town has transformed itself into a lively cultural and 
tourist centre, it continues to create the impression of a place where 
time stopped several centuries ago.
Rising majestically from a rocky promontory above the town, the 
Český Krumlov castle complex is one of the largest aristocratic 
seats to be found in Europe. The complex boasts a rarity unrivalled 
elsewhere in the world – an authentic baroque chateau theatre 
(including original costumes, sets and stage technology) that has 
survived intact to this day.
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An overall view of the town

Chateau tower

Bridge across the castle moat

   Český Krumlov  [  A Town Where Time Has Stopped ]
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www.holasovice.info, www.jiznicechy.cz

Many people living in modern metropolises dream 
of life somewhere in the heart of the countryside, in a 
pretty little house set in a garden, of evenings spent in 
front of their homes chatting with their neighbours, 
of a place where time still passes slow. The village of 
Holašovice in Southern Bohemia seems like one of these 
dreams come true.
A typical example of a traditional Central European 
village, Holašovice has preserved a unique collection 
of authentic farmsteads located around a pond in 
the centre of a large oblong-shaped village green. 
Distinguished by characteristic walls, vaulted entrance 
gates and splendidly embellished front facades, their 
highly distinctive architectural style is referred to as 
peasant baroque.
Around the mid-1800s rural builders drew inspiration 
from the architecture of baroque churches, transforming 
their stately style in an original manner to serve their 
own needs. The structural composition of farmsteads, 
however, reflects a far older tradition whose origins go 
back to the Middle Ages. Holašovice was first mentioned 
in written records going back as early as 1263.

   Holašovice  [  a Countryside of Your Dreams ]
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St John Nepomuk’s Chapel

Most farmsteads feature two gables  
– that of the farmer’s house and that of the 

retired farmer’s dwelling

A typical arrangement of farmsteads
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www.kutnahora.cz

The second largest town after Prague in the Middle Ages, Kutná 
Hora owed its prosperity to silver mining. A sightseeing tour 
of the local silver mines, abandoned long ago, is one of the 
many fascinating experiences that the town has to offer. But 
perhaps the best way to obtain an overall flavour of this ancient 
city is by taking a stroll through its streets.
You can see the traces of its former affluence at virtually every 
step, ranging from the monumental cathedral consecrated 
to St Barbara, the patron saint of miners; the royal residence 
where Czech silver coins were minted for several centuries; 
stately patrician houses to the richly decorated stone fountain 
on the square.
The unique All Saints’ cemetery chapel located on the outskirts 
of the town, in a quarter called Sedlec, is also worth exploring, 
as it contains a crypt ossuary with decorations made exclusively 
from human skulls and bones. Charnel houses like this 
were built as a reminder of the transitory character of life’s 
pilgrimage and an appeal for spiritual conversion, rather than 
a morbid attraction that was an end in itself.

   Kutná hora  [  the Silver Treasury of the Kingdom ]
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St Barbara’s Church

The Italian Court once served as a mint

�



www.litomysl.cz

The arcaded Litomyšl Chateau is an 
excellent example of the transalpine 
Renaissance style. It is quite unique that 
this 16th-century structure has preserved 
its authentic appearance (owed to Italian 
artists and artisans) practically intact. 
Its external walls and chimneys are 
covered in sgraffiti - murals incised into 
the plaster. Reputedly none of the motifs 
is repeated.
In 1824 the pre-eminent Czech composer 
Bedřich Smetana was born in the chateau 
brewery where his father pursued 
a career as a brewer. The town stages 
an annual music festival, Smetana’s 
Litomyšl, to commemorate its famous 
native son. The festival concerts are held 
in the chateau complex and the adjacent 
natural amphitheatre. Some of the open-
-air concerts take place in the second 
chateau courtyard which boasts excellent 
acoustics.
The town of Litomyšl itself, a small 
community with a pleasant atmosphere, 
prides itself on an eventful history, 
a colourful cultural life and a wealth of 
historical monuments, of which we should 
mention at least Portmoneum, a house 
featuring fantastic murals dating from 
the early 20th century, the work of Josef 
Váchal, a highly original visual artist and 
writer, whose work can be identified with 
none of the then current artistic trends.

   Litomyšl  [  the Chateau of Art and Music ]
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Chateau theatre

The interior of St Michael’s Chapel

The Renaissance chateau  
has survived intact
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www.telc-etc.cz

Telč boasts one of the most beautiful squares to be found in the Czech Republic, if not Central Europe. Featuring a baroque 
Marian column and two fountains in its central part, the oblong square is framed on its perimeter by historical arcaded 
burghers’ houses. Set in a magnificent garden, the Renaissance Telč Chateau is an important historical monument.
In the mid-16th century, having decided to rebuild the original medieval castle into a modern chateau residence, the then 
owner of the Telč demesne invited builders, stucco masters and stonemasons from Northern Italy to implement this task. 
Subsequently Italian artisans also participated in adapting Telč’s main square. As a result the chateau arcades and the front 
facades of the patrician houses show the influence of Florentine and Venetian Renaissance palaces.
The affluence of Telč and other medieval towns was based on the so-called mile right that ensured a monopoly for the town 
artisans within a range of one mile of the town walls. The mile right also applied to the sale of salt, plus the brewing and 
sale of beer. At that time beer was home brewed, with practically every second house on the square serving at the same time 
as a taproom.

   TELČ  [  a Transformation of the Italian Renaissance Style ]
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A view of the square towards  
the chateau

Fountain with a statue  
of St Margaret, the town’s 
patron saint

Houses in the square
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www.zdarns.cz, www.zamekzdar.cz

   Zelená hora  [  a Star Fallen from the Sky ]
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St John Nepomuk’s Pilgrimage Church

Cloisters with chapels surround the church

The interior of the chapel

The wooded hill beyond the town of Žďár nad Sázavou is home to one 
of the most original Christian tabernacles – St John Nepomuk’s Pilgrimage 
Church. Based on a five-point star-shaped ground plan, this outstanding 
structure is the jewel in the crown of European baroque architecture and 
an interesting testimony to how the people of the early 1700s practised 
their faith.
The Czech saint John Nepomuk has been worshipped as a martyr of the 
seal of confession. Legend has it that he refused to disclose the content 
of the queen’s confession to the king. In revenge for his deed he was 
thrown down the River Vltava from the Charles Bridge in 1393. It is said 
that five stars appeared miraculously on the sky to mark the site where 
the river washed the body of the drowned priest ashore.
The church at Zelená hora is the masterpiece of the architect Johann 
Blasius Santini-Aichel. The structure’s ground plan, as well as its interior 
decoration, is full of symbolic meanings. The repeating motifs refer to the 
saint’s attributes – the tongue, a reference to his discretion, and five stars.
The characteristic feature of Santini-Aichel’s contributions is the use of 
Gothic artistic morphology, for example, pointed windows and arches. 
Applying these elements, the architect intended to evoke the mysterious 
atmosphere of ancient Gothic cathedrals. The application of this original 
approach is without parallel in the works of other baroque architects.
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www.olomouc-tourism.cz

The Holy Trinity Column on the main square in Olomouc is a very impressive structure indeed. Its builder, the architect and 
stonemason Václav Render, who is chiefly credited for its construction more than two centuries ago, did not live to see the 
column completed in all its glory.
Plague and Marian columns graced with sculptural works used to be one of the most characteristic expressions of baroque 
Catholicism. Such columns can be found on the main square of practically every Central European town. Václav Render, 
a native son of Olomouc, dreamt of “creating a column or monument that would have no parallel in any other town”. He 
provided finances for this project and even bequeathed all his property on its completion.
When the column was consecrated at a ceremony in the presence of Empress Maria Theresa in 1754, Václav Render 
had already lain in his grave for more than 20 years. His dream, however, came true since in terms of size and wealth of 
sculptural decoration, the Olomouc column is without equal. The most notable monument of its kind, the column has been 
added to the UNESCO List of World Cultural Heritage.
Olomouc, however, has much more to offer than the Holy Trinity Column. The cultural and administrative focal point of 
Moravia for several centuries, the town boasts a wealth of landmarks and the local monument reserve is the second largest 
after that in Prague. Not far away from the town lies Svatý Kopeček, one of the most important pilgrimage sites in the 
country.

   Olomouc  [  for the Greater Glory of God ]
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Holy Trinity Column

A detail of the column’s splendid sculptural decoration
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www.azz.cz

The town of Kroměříž owes its inclusion into the UNESCO List of World Cultural 
Heritage mainly to its gardens although the historical houses on the square, the Gothic 
Church of St Maurice and the large baroque chateau are also exceptional.
For centuries the Kroměříž Chateau served as the summer residence of the bishops 
of Olomouc. Conceived as an English park, the adjacent chateau garden contains 
a wealth of precious species of trees and shrubs. Even more interesting is the early 
baroque Flower Garden dating from the 17th century, which originally stretched 
beyond the town walls. In the spirit of period concepts, which tried to discover 
the concealed ideal order in the nature, the shrubs and flowerbeds are all arranged 
to form regular ornaments.
The Kroměříž Chateau is also noted for its remarkable picture gallery with 
collections featuring paintings created by Titian, Cranach, Breughel or van Dyck. 
Wine connoisseurs should not miss a visit to the Archbishop’s Wine Cellars where 
sacramental wine is stored to mature. Kroměříž acquired the privilege to make this 
wine as early as in 1345.

   Kroměříž  [  a Town amidst Gardens ]
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A view of the chateau  
from the square

The Flower Garden with  
the Italian-style pavilion
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www.tugendhat-villa.cz, www.brno.cz

If viewed from the street, the Tugendhat villa looks like an inconspicuous grey garage. Even greater is the surprise 
that awaits the visitor inside. The original spatial solution, elegantly furnished interiors and state-of-the-art 
technological equipment make the villa one of the avant-garde achievements of modern architecture.
The investors, the Tugendhat couple, were the type of client most architects can only dream of. Open to all 
new trends, they did not hesitate to allocate huge finances to the project. The architect Ludwig Mies van der 
Rohe designed a house for his clients that had no equal in its day. The cost corresponded to that of thirty 
ordinary family houses. Although the villa was built more than seven decades ago, it creates the impression of a 
contemporary structure.
The residential part of the villa is formed by a single continual space articulated only by several partitions and 
screens. There is a glazed wall, more than 20 metres long, whose windowpanes can be slid into the floor. Thus, in 
sunny days, the sitting room can be transformed into an open terrace.
The dominant feature of the villa’s interior is a five-metre wall fashioned from pinkish onyx and a semi-circle 
screen made from red-brown stripped tropical timber. The windows afford a magnificent view of the garden and 
the Gothic Church of St Peter and St Paul in the centre of Brno, the second largest city in the Czech Republic.

   The Tugendhat Villa  [  a Jewel of Modern Architecture ]
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The villa is set in a large garden

Individual photographs show the close interconnection  
of the villa’s interior and exterior spaces
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www.jizni-morava.cz

The Lednice-Valtice chateau park abounds in surprising elements. Here in a clearing in the heart 
of woodland you can find a giant triumphal arc reaching to the sky. Not far away stands an elegant 
antiquity-style summerhouse, the man-made ruin of a medieval castle and a Turkish minaret. 
You will not find a more quaint and beautiful park anywhere else in the Czech Republic.
Covering an area of more than 180 square kilometres, the park stretches between two family seats 
of the Liechtenstein noble family – the neo-Gothic Lednice Chateau and the baroque Valtice Chateau. 
The park originated in the early 1800s as an expression of the period cult of nature, history and 
exoticism. Scattered all over the park, the romantic structures have no other purpose than to form 
a charming setting for horse-riding trips and excursions amidst the local scenery.
Featuring magnificent interiors with period furnishings, the two chateaux are also worth a visit. 
The Valtice area is located in the very heart of the Moravian wine-growing region and a visit to some 
of the numerous wine cellars in the surroundings, combined with wine tasting, should be a must for 
those travelling to Southern Moravia.

   Lednice-Valtice  [  the Whole World Arranged as a Park ]
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Minaret in the grounds  
of the Lednice Chateau

A view of the frontage  
of the Lednice Chateau with 

the chapel

The frontage  
of the Valtice Chateau

A detail of a statue  
in the chateau garden
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www.trebic.cz/unesco
www.kviztrebic.cz

When you stroll through the narrow streets and passages of Třebíč’s Jewish Quarter, you have the impression of appearing all 
of a sudden at a different place, in a different time. For centuries the Jewish population of Europe was forced to live in closed 
ghettos that were severely short of space. Located in the centre of a small South Moravian town and virtually crammed with 
houses, the Jewish Quarter of Třebíč creates - rather unexpectedly - the impression of a big-city community.
An integral part of many towns in the past, the original Jewish quarters have practically disappeared from the face of 
Europe. With more than 120 houses, two synagogues and ancient cemetery, the Třebíč Ghetto is a unique collection and the 
first independent Jewish relic beyond the territory of Israel to be added to the UNESCO List of World Cultural Heritage.
Standing only a few steps from the entrance gates to the ghetto, the monastic Church of St Procopius is an important 
Christian historical monument. This basilica with a magnificently embellished entrance portal is one of the most beautiful 
Romanesque structures to be found in the Czech Republic.

   Třebíč  [  a Recollection of Past Coexistence ]
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St Procopius’ Basilica

The interior of St Procopius’ 
Basilica

A view of the Jewish Quarter
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